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'delivered by Mr. Jusrice Astbury, Sir John's speech contributed largely to the
collapse of the strike. The supremacy of Government and Parliament was proved
when after nine anxious days, the strike was called off unconditionally.
Baldwin's prestige was now at its peak. Although he had a personal triumph
in the monarchical crisis ten years later, I don't think that he ever stood so high
politically as at the defeat of the General Strike.
Sir John Simon at the same crisis attained a position in Parliament which he
never held before. Henceforth he stood in the front rank.
The breach between Lord Oxford and Lloyd George was widened beyond
repair by the General Strike. Lord Oxford justified the action of the Government.
He declared in The British Gazette, the official emergency paper in charge of
Churchill, that the strike was directly aimed at the daily life of the community
and that the anti-social weapon must be sheathed before the mining negotiations
were resumed. Lloyd George, on the other hand, criticised the Government's
procedure in the negotiations.
Their differences were brought to a decisive point by Lord Oxford's publication
of his letter stating that Lloyd George's conduct in absenting himself from the
council of his colleagues was incompatible with political friendship. To that
censure Lloyd George, who never turned the other check to the smiter, made a
combative reply, and this in turn was followed by a sharp rejoinder from Lord
Oxford.
Nothing like their quarrel had occurred since Lord John Russell dismissed
Palmerston from office and "Pam" gave a tit-for-tat by dismissing Lord John's
Government. A letter was addressed to Lord Oxford by his principal friends,
including Grey, Simon, Runciman, Buckmaster and Buxton, assuring him of their
unreserved support. But a Peer could not lead a party unless he had its full confidence
and the cordial co-operation of its leader in the House of Commons.
At this crisis, Lord Oxford had a serious illness. He told me that he lay in bed
like a vegetable for six consecutive days and got through an enormous allowance of
sleep. His health was restored at Castle Howard, as the guest of Geoffirey
Howard, but he could no longer count upon it as he had done all his life before;
and, whether well or ill, he declined to engage in sectional controversy in his party.
He resigned its leadership in October, 1926, and became for the first time for
twenty years a private individual. In that capacity he was treated by the Peers with
a full share of the respect which they show to all distinguished men in their House.
Lloyd George was elected, by a majority, Chairman of the Liberal Party in
the House of Commons and his authority in the country naturally grew after Lord
Oxford's resignation, but although there had been a rapprochement between the
two sections die party was never cordially reunited in or out of Parliament. The
fusion of personalities and funds proved impracticable.
Rival tabernacles were occupied by Lloyd Georgians and those who had stood
by Asquith, with Grey as the principal priest of the latter, but diversity or liberty of
faith did not save the party from secessions. Some of the eminent men who had
served under Lloyd George joined the Conservative party; some valiant fighters
went over to the Labour camp.
There were many disorderly scenes in 1926. The most strenuous fight in recent
year* was waged, with successive all-night sittings, on the proposal in the Economy
Bill for the reduction of the state contribution to Health Insurance.